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Mo Time For The Blues

The old man sat quictly, head down, eyes closed,

so 5till until the drum's vibration flled the afr,

his foot matched the tempo as his hands patted his legs.
Thsmmmdsufmﬁmmw lhtdecpmmofbiss
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too young to comprehend, as they ordered their next round neat.
The old man shook his if tor say, "Maybe tomorrow™.

While the vibes still the air, the old man stood,

’ ﬁwdﬂh tables and showly swept away

The old man sat on the piano SWOOT rest his gnarled fingers,
He bowed his head as if praying and with hesitation
placed his hands on the keys. Onee again, notes

fected on th

Jeffrey H. Williams

he rel m‘mr 1 clnsndhsqmmliwhmnd,
'Tamnvwnm‘bel'l]phrtheﬂlues,*' [
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Students shared their
thoughts while reading
this poem. Student
post-its developed on
next page.
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#1 Why is the man closing his eyes
and keeping his head down? (1)

. Ithink he is trying to concentrate on
the music. He can probably listen
more closely when he closes his
eyes.

Hmml:sglﬂdlkomhtlutlhlﬂmmﬁnlbdronﬂxl
silencing small talk with an intoxicati
The ald man raised his

#2 "A crushed rose, a dropped
match book with a never to be
called phone number, and

many unfulfilled dreams '
casually discarded as
yesterday's trash™ (1).

t For The Blues

ian sat quietly, head down, eyes closed,

il the drum's vibration filled the air,

—

#2 "Cymbals imitated fried bacon sizzling on

the back room grill” {1).

mtched the tempo as his h.rlisplm:dhislcgs.

tmurds ufmm]:lhm and the deep

floating from burnt tobacco.

amitated fried hacon

udsuﬂndtumllﬂm‘ :rlunb:pnﬂxcmdh
 Claps of thunder roared approval from small talkers still

voice of bass

This entire first stanza compares music to
different sounds and actions happening

roomgrill.  through the night elub. | think this is because

him.

smiled, eyes still close 'R )

too young to comprehend, as they ordered their next round neat.

Each of these images is sad. |
can tell they were all important
to someone at one time, but
they are notimportant

anymore. It makes me wonder 1
if this man also has "unfulfilled
dreams.” Maybe he could
have been famous, but then
quite playing when he
developed arthritis.
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#1 Why is he waiting until

I wonder if he is putting the
“blues” off until tomorrow
because he is optimistic.
Symbolically he is putting off
being sad until tomarrow. He is

The old man shook his
While the wibes still caressed the air,

the old

o say, "Maybe tomormow™.

- #3"..before his hands

#4 caressed

“While vibes still caressed the air, the
old man stood...” (1).

Caressed (v) - to touch or stroke
in an affectionate or loving
. manner

tomorrow to play the blues? (1) H the tbles Serving melody OOMBESS he fumbles with getiing the

betrayed him.." (1).
text to text

This reminds me of An
Occurrence on Owl Creek
Bridge because Peyton
describes his hands as
“betraying” him as well when

was no small talk, just that sweet inted rgpe off his neck.

h wklhﬁ xmhlhe wrha
logking up, he climbed i #5 "the old man” - passionate
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"The old man sat quietly and soaked '

#3 "Miss Thang' strolled on

also optimistic about being able
to play tomorrow, even though
he will still have arthritis.

AN

ecled on the image in hit
prow, maybe I'll play th
"_""‘-——--'—-
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his aching hands...” (1).

This shows he is passionate

because he plays jazz even though

it hurts his hands. He plays
because he is passionate about
jazz.

the ald man hears music in everything around

stage, not bigger than a
minute” (1).

text to text

This reminds me of Jennifer
Hudson in Dreamgirls.
Jennifer Hudson's character
was confident like this
woman. |think this woman
is confident because her
“name” - "Miss Thang”
implies it.

aght the best. hmm...50 ko il )
ght gy — y #5 "the old man” - had arthritis

“..before his hands betrayed
him..” (1).

"The old man sat guietly and
soaked his aching hands...”
4.

These two guotes show he
might have arthritis

Mar 7-8:50 AM




